
Aug.  2, 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
As we are close to the first day of school Aug. 10, we wanted to send out some information to help everyone 
understand the current face mask protocols and how they will be implemented at our sites. First, I would like to 
begin by saying that we are very excited to have our students back on campus! It is the very best learning 
environment for them and we know that our students enjoy interacting with their friends and peers.  This 
summer, most people have not had to wear face coverings as they went into stores, movie theaters or other 
places of business. There will be a transition for our students back to the classroom and we plan to handle that 
transition with kindness and respect for everyone. Some questions that we have received: 
 

➢ What if my child does not bring a face covering to school? 
Each school site has face coverings that they can give to a student who forgets theirs. 
 

➢ Does my child have to wear a face covering all day? 
They will only be required to wear a face covering while inside buildings. When they are 
outside during a passing period, at recess, lunch or PE, they will not need to wear a face 
covering. 
 

➢ What if my child wants to wear their face covering outside? 
They are able to wear their face covering outside if they wish. It is not required. 
 

➢ What if a staff member or administrator sees my child not wearing a face covering in the 
classroom? 
The staff member or administrator will ask the student to please wear their face covering in the 
classroom. This is how we handled it last year and there were very few instances where a 
student did not do what they were asked. Our students really are amazing! 
 

➢ What if my child is defiant and refuses to wear their face covering? 
As stated above, we expect both staff and students to be kind and respectful to each other. 
Staff will work with the student to help support them in following the rules. If there is outright 
defiance or disrespect, the student will be sent to talk with the administration. If this is a one-
time instance, the administrator will talk with them and explain why we have these procedures 
in place and send them back to class. If there is continued defiance or disrespect, the 
administrator will contact the parent to schedule a meeting to discuss how they can help the 
student to be successful in wearing their face covering while indoors or whether Independent 
Study would be a better option for them.  

 
➢ If my child is on Independent Study (IS), can they participate in sports or other extra 

curricular activities?  
Yes. Each site will have activities that IS students can participate in to have interaction with 
their peers. If they come to campus and are in a classroom or other building, they will need to 
follow the  California Department of Public Health mask guidelines like the other students. 
 

 
The past 17 months has been a difficult time for everyone. I believe that we will get through this together by 
being kind and respectful to each other and making the best of our situation. We are so much better off than 
we were a year ago, and we are thankful for that! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brenda Smith 
Superintendent 


